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probably had more influence than any other one man in forming
the youth of his time to the great things they accomplished.
After this he travelled in France and elsewhere; and on his
return to Italy in 1313, was the first who, by special favour of
Pope Clement V, received the grade of Doctor of Laws in Florence.
Both as lawyer and as citizen, he held great trusts and discharged
them honourably. He was twice married, the name of his second
wife being Barna di Tano, and had several children. At the age
of eighty-four he died in the great Plague of Florence. Of the
two works which Barberino has left, one bears the title of Docu-
menti d'Amore, literally ' Documents of Love ', but perhaps more
properly rendered as * Laws of Courtesy' ; while the other is
called Del Reggimento e del Costumi delle Donne,—' Of the Govern-
ment and Conduct of Women '. They may be described, in the
main, as manuals of good breeding, or social chivalry, the one
for men and the other for women. Mixed with vagueness,
tediousness, and not seldom with artless absurdity, they contain
much simple wisdom, much curious record of manners, and (as
my specimens show) occasional poetic sweetness or power,
though these last are far from being their most prominent
merits. The first-named treatise, however, has much more of
such qualities than the second ; and contains, moreover, passages
of homely humour which startle by their truth as if written
yesterday. At the same time, the second book is quite as well
worth reading, for the sake of its authoritative minuteness in
matters which ladies, nowadays, would probably consider their
own undisputed region; and also for the quaint gravity of
certain surprising prose anecdotes of real life, with which it is
interspersed. Both these works remained long unprinted, the
first edition of the Documenti d^Amore being that edited by
Ubaldini in 1640, at which time he reports the Reggimento, d-c.,
to be only possessed by his age * in name and in desire '. This
treatise was afterwards brought to light, but never printed till
1815. I should not forget to state that Barberino attained some
knowledge of drawing, and that Ubaldini had seen his original
MS. of the Documenti, containing, as he says, skilful miniatures
by the author.
Barberino never appears to have taken a very active part in
politics, but he inclined to the Imperial and Ghibelline party.
This contributes with other things to render it rather singular
that we find no poetic correspondence or apparent communica-
tion of any kind between him and his many great countrymen,
contemporaries of his long life, and with whom he had more
than one bond of sympathy. His career stretched from Dante,
Guido Cavalcanti, and Cino da Pistoia,to Petrarca and Boccaccio;
yet only in one respectful but not enthusiastic notice of him by

